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thought. One only learns one's own strength when met
with opposition.
I hope that I shall be pardoned., then, for having tried
to protract the echo of a voice which has not always sounded
agreeably in people's ears : for the sake of humanity's
records I have not the right to leave this chronicle in my
drawer.
I hope also that the plain reader wiU forgive me for
having so often brought myself on the scene in the course
of the following pages. The * myself * who turns up nearly
every instant will perhaps in the end seem odious. But
in order that Clemenceau might talk it was necessary that
there should be someone to listen to him. I was that
listener ; that is all that I was, and beyond that I have no
vanity in the matter.